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“Rotary is an organization of business
and professional persons united worldwide who
provide humanitarian service, encourage high
ethical standards in all vocations, and help build
good will and peace in the world”
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The Four-Way Test

Of the things we think, say or do

1) Is it the TRUTH?

2) Is it FAIR to all concerned?

3) Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

4) Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?
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The Object of Rotary

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal
of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular,
to encourage and foster :

First. The development of acquaintance as an opportunity
for service;

SECOND. High ethical standards in business and professions,
the recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations,
and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an
opportunity to serve society;

THIRD. The application of the ideal of service in each
Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life;

FOURTH. The advancement of international understanding,
goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business,
and professional persons united in the ideal of service.
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ROTARY
Members:
1,220,115*
Clubs:
34,558*

ROTARACT
Members:
140,990
Clubs:
6,130

INTERACT
Members:
370,208
Clubs:
16,096

RCCs
Members:
178,526
Clubs:
7,762
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The story
behind Rotary’s

determination
to end a
cruel disease
by Peter Ross Range

It was April 1979, and then-RI President Clem Renouf leafed through
a copy of Reader’s Digest on a flight from the Philippines. In the pages of the
magazine, he read that smallpox had been eradicated for US$100 million - the
cost of an Australian naval vessel he’d seen the day before. He’d just been in
Manila formalizing agreements to launch the first project of the Health, Hunger,
and Humanity Grant program, and now Renouf wondered if these new grants
could enable Rotary to tackle another disease with similar success. He called
his friend John Sever.

Sever was a district governor in the Washington, D.C. area and head of
the infectious diseases branch of the National Institutes of Health. Renouf had
met him six months prior, when Sever arranged for him to speak with contacts
in the State Department before his first major trip as Rotary president to West
Africa. “I didn’t expect a doctor to be so businesslike, but he changed that
misconception,” Renouf says. “So when | had this bright idea, it was natural
I'd seek John's advice.”

As a researcher, Sever was immersed in vaccine development—measles,
German measles, rubella. His professional goal was to bring vaccines to the
children of the world. He too was keenly aware that smallpox, a scourge
especially rampant in developing countries, had just been eradicated—the
first disease to be halted through concerted public health action.

He was also friends with Jonas Salk and Albert Sabin, the men who
had revolutionized public health with their development of the polio vaccines
in the 1950s and 1960s. The vaccines were already stopping polio in the
developed world; the United States would see its last case of endemic polio
that same year. Sever recognized that Sabin’s oral vaccine, available for only

four cents a dose, had the potential to sweep the world and save more than




350,000 children per year from the crippling disease—if
only someone could organize the effort.

After Renouf's phone call, Sever consulted with
Sabin. A few weeks later, Sever mailed to Renouf a letter
with his recommendation: “If a single vaccine were to
be selected for the 3-H program, | would recommend
poliomyelitis.”

At the time, the 3-H program was in its infancy.
It was the first time Rotary was committing to projects
beyond the capacity of any one club or district. While the
first project in the Philippines focused on bringing polio
vaccine to children there, the program as a whole was
intended to improve health, relieve hunger, or enhance
human and social development. Rotary had never had
a single corporate cause.

“The important thing was to get [the polio
vaccine] from the manufacturers to the people who
needed it,” recalls Sever. “I knew that Rotarians were
a big international army. They could work with the
governments of the world to provide immunization,
financial support and social mobilization.”

Renouf credits Sever for convincing Rotary's
leaders that the organization could tackle the disease.
“Most would have dismissed it as an impossible dream,
beyond our capacity, financially or organizationally — as
did many former leaders,” Renouf says. “But here was
a Rotarian, uniquely qualified, a senior scientist with an
appreciation of Rotary’s potential, who by virtue of his
reputation personally and professionally was able to
persuade the 1979-80 Board to adopt the goal of a polio-
free world as the major emphasis of the 3H program.”
The son of a Chicago physician, Sever remembers his
father caring for children with polio. At that time he
says, “you could buy polio insurance for your newborn.”
He recalls Sundays in Chicago when children and adults
would go to particular schools or other public facilities,
“that was called Sabin on Sundays—SOS-- these were
equivalent to National Days of Immunization.”

Sever trained at Northwestern University as a

pediatrician, obstetrician, and gynecologist, and earned a
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Ph. D. in microbiology. At NIH and later at the Children’s
National Medical Center, Sever worked as a scientist who
also saw patients, a vaccine expert who understood
social outreach, and a medical administrator who knew
the politics of public health.

These skills would come into play for the next
three decades as Sever, along with many other Rotarians,
inspired and led the global health community in its
dogged struggle against a crippling disease. When 1984-
85 RI President Carlos Canseco took office, he appointed
a committee to develop a long-term plan to immunize
all the world's children against polio by Rotary's 100th
anniversary. Sever served as chair of this PolioPlus
committee, a position he held until Robert S. Scott took
over in YEAR TK (Sever still serves as vice-chair). Vaccine
developer Sabin and Rl General Secretary Herbert Pigman
also were committee members. “It was these four men,
| believe, who were primarily responsible for translating
a dream into reality,” Renouf has said.

In this role, Sever became Rotary’s point man
to the outside world. One of his first challenges was to
create a partnership with the World Health Organization.
Officials at the organization’s headquarters were skeptical
that the Rotarians knew what they were up against,
Sever says. “We had to do a lot of cocktail hours at
the InterContinental Hotel in Geneva. They received
us politely, but they didn’t think any non-government
organization could last the distance.”

With Sever’s help, Rotary received a special
designation as a non-governmental organization [IS
THIS CORRECT? WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?so it could
have an official partnership with WHO. Today that
partnership also includes the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, UNICEF, and the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation [ARE THEY PART OF THE
PARTNERSHIP? OKAY AS WORDED?]. One of the group's
recent accomplishments was the eradication of polio in
India. When WHO in 2012 presented the Indian prime
minister with a letter of certification [IS THIS CORRECT?
WOULDN’T CERTIFICATION COME AT THREE YEARS?] that



the country was polio-free, he replied, simply: “Thank

” o«

you, Rotary.” “I was ecstatic,” Sever says.

Sever is clear and direct, as befits a dedicated
scientist. But he is also notably modest. When praised
for his vision and years of non-stop work on behalf of
polio eradication, Sever waves away credit like a village
health worker swatting away flies. “It wasn’t just me,”
he insists. “Many, many others were involved.”

After 47 years at NIH and the Children’s National
Medical Center, Sever still works part-time at the
National Cancer Institute. Today, 81 and energetic,
Sever continues to travel the world for the campaign
he inspired 34 years ago, now 99 percent complete.
“This last little piece is the hard part,” he says.

Sever’s dual role as both Rotarian and respected
scientist has proven “invaluable” to the Global Polio
Eradication Initiative, says Hamid Jafari, the campaign’s
director at the World Health Organization. “He’s a very,
very important bridge between the world of science
and the technical areas of public health that WHO and
CDC scientists deal with and the world of Rotary,” he
says. “Rotarians look up to him for validation of the
science, of the technical strategies, of the research we
have. So his word is important.”

When the campaign made the switch from
the trivalent vaccine to the monovalent and bivalent
versions, Sever was among those who helped build
confidence that it was a good strategy. “John was right
there,” Jafari says. “He understood the science, he
understood the value of the change, and he was right
there championing that this was an important strategic
shift in the program.”

This past spring , Sever took part in several press
conferences to announce the Global Polio Eradication
Initiative’s 2013-18 strategic plan. The plan lays out a
blueprint for polio eradication in the last three endemic
countries—Nigeria, Pakistan and Afghanistan—and
certification of a polio-free world by 2018. The final
push will be costly: $5.5 billion, which will come from a

combination of donations, NGO contributions and funds

from national governments. The money is not only for
eradication, but three years of intense surveillance after
the last case is reported and the world can be certified
polio-free.

“It was important to have him there because
he first spoke to the fundraising and advocacy strategy,
the feasibility that we can upfront finance this plan.
And then he also spoke to the technical rigor and
scientific basis of the document,” Jafari says. “You
have one person who is speaking on both aspects. To
have that facility when you have the New York Times
or Washington Post or other important press persons
in the room, it was very helpful.”

WHO has raised the polio eradication campaign
to “emergency” status, an official designation meant to
drive the political will to get appropriate funding from
governments, philanthropies and other organizations.
Television campaigns such as the End Polio Now “This
Close” ads, featuring notable figures like Bill Gates
and Archbishop Desmond Tutu, also raise public
consciousness and support.

With the end in sight, now is the time to
bear down, Sever says. “Rotarians get fatigued. The
governments in countries that now have very little polio
get fatisued. They sometimes say, ‘Why don’t you help
with measles or parasites or something else?” Even if
we sometimes merge polio vaccination with these other
efforts, we’re here to eradicate polio. We’re not here
to switch to another program. Now is the time to stay
focused.”

And when when polio is finally wiped from the
globe, Sever will be among those to thank.

“The polio eradication program is where it is
today because of the contribution of some remarkable
people — none more so than John,” Renouf says. “At
a crucial time he had the knowledge and experience
and ability to breathe life into a nebulous idea and
provide the leadership needed to reach a historic goal.
| just hope he is on stage when that announcement is

made, to receive the recognition he deserves.”
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Sydney serves up fine dining and pub food, barbecue,

and Asian flavors, as well as local specialties. Rotarians
attending the 2014 Rl Convention 1-4 June will even find that
Australians share the American taste for pizza, only they put
all sorts of seafood on top. We offer a few suggestions to get
your mouth watering:

At Aria, located within easy walking distance of the
Opera House, the service is brisk and the food is classic and
nuanced. If you’re going to the opera, Aria will set the stage
for an enjoyable evening.

Nick’s Seafood Restaurant at Cockle Bay Wharfis a lively
emporium serving all things from the sea. The sampler plate

ao Rotary Thailand

overflows with lobster, shrimp, octopus, crab, and more. And
as we were trying to pack away the last of our dinner, the sky
erupted with a grand 15-minute fireworks display.

O Bar and Dining, situated on the 47th floor of an office
building, caters to a young crowd. The menu is thoughtful, and
if you don’t like the view from your table, wait. The circular
restaurant completes a revolution every hour and forty-five
minutes.

At The Woods, in the Four Seasons Hotel, the wait staff
is knowledgeable and enthusiastic, and the imaginative wine
list and locally sourced ingredients enliven the traditional

preparations.
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Rotary e-Clubs

In general a Rotary e-club is a Rotary club that meets
electronically and a recognized Rotary e-clubs is part of
Rotary International. For a sample the "Rotary E-Club 9920
Francophone" does exactly the same things, within the Rl and
TRF rules, as a "classical" Rotary Club except that they do
not "officially..." eat nor drink during Rotary meetings! Another
"small" difference would be that their "territory" is virtually
said the whole World ...I As their Rotary Club meeting is on
Skype every Tuesday of the Rotary year. Unfortunately, they
do not have video conferencing yet, as some of the Club
members around the World do not have enough internet
power to make a video conference.

So what is the difference between Rotary clubs
and Rotary e-clubs?

Rotary e-clubs follow the same policies as all Rotary
clubs. The key difference is that an e-club conducts its weekly
meeting on the club’s website or Skype. Rather than being
physically present at an appointed day and time, members
may attend meetings at any time and any day of the week.

As all Rotary clubs do, Rotary e-clubs meet
weekly, perform service projects in local and international
communities, support The Rotary Foundation, and
enjoy fellowship among members. And the keys to their
effectiveness are also the same: service-minded members,
opportunities for fellowship, and strong leadership.

During a 2004-10 pilot, e-clubs performed 355
community service projects, 106 international service
projects, 55 vocational service projects, and 70 youth service
projects. E-clubs gave more than US$ 150,000 to The Rotary
Foundation, including more than US$ 21,500 to Rotary’s
US$200 Million Challenge.

So how do e-clubs work?

E-club meetings are hosted on a unique website. The
official meeting time is considered to be when the webmaster
or club secretary posts material for weekly discussion, but
members may access the site at their convenience at any
point during the week. E-club members discuss the item
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and any other club business through a chat room feature
or other means. To respect the privacy of e-club members,
some meeting content or member data is protected from
public view.

Althousgh all Rotary e-clubs meet weekly and conduct
business online, some e-clubs do meet in person at various
times throughout the year at service projects, quarterly or
semiannual dinners, or the RI Convention. Such meetings
can enhance fellowship among e-club members; however,
they’re strictly optional.

Who participates in e-clubs?

For business, professional, and community leaders
who are unable to attend a weekly meeting in person (due to
physical disabilities, location constraints, or busy schedules),
the e-club option offers the opportunity to meet, conduct
service projects, and participate in Rotary fellowship. From
time to time, Rotarians who miss their regular Rotary club
meeting may make up a meeting by attending an e-club
meeting online, a valuable service for all members.

How do | join an existing e-club?

As with all Rotary clubs, membership is by invitation.

How do we charter an e-club?

Applying for membership in Rl as a Rotary e-club
is essentially the same process as applying as a Rotary
club. Contact your district governor first. The governor is
responsible for organizing and establishing new clubs and
will work with the district extension committee to that
end. The governor will also need to initiate a New Club
Survey and appoint a special representative and sponsor
club to assist in planning, as outlined in the RI publication
Organizing New Clubs: A Guide for District Governors and
Special Representatives.

Remember that a successful Rotary club is not formed
by any individual but rather by a dedicated team consisting
of the district governor, special representative, sponsor club,
and charter members who share a commmon vision for Rotary
in their community.
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

January is Rotary Awareness Month
Contact your Rotary public image

coordinator for tips on boosting your
club’s visibility in the community.

12

Boot camp

District governors-elect
gather at the Interna-
tional Assembly
through 18 January in
San Diego.

1)

26

Sydney, ho!

Australia Day marks
Captain Arthur Phillip's
landing on the Austra-
lian continent in 1788.
Register for the 2014
RI Convention in
Sydney, 1-4 June, at
www.riconvention.org.
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13
T

TK

20

Homage to King
Join in the Martin
Luther King Jr.
Day of Service.
Find ideas at
www.mlkday.gov.

On hoard

The RI Board meets
in Evanston through
23 January.

27

International Holocaust
Remembrance Day

The United Nations
commemorates the
day in 1945 when the
Soviet army liberated

prisoners at Auschwitz.

CALENDAR

January

TUESDAY

14

Peaceful fellow
Albert Schweitzer, a
Nobel Peace Prize-
winning doctor, theolo-
gian, and musician,
was born in 1875.
Schweitzer was an
honorary member of
the Rotary clubs of
Colmar, France, and
Passau, Germany.

21

28

WEDNESDAY

1

Happy New Year!
Rotary offices are
closed today.

Resolve to set up a
recurring contribution

to The Rotary Founda-

tion's Annual Fund at
www.rotary.org/give.

15

Super day

In 1967, the
Green Bay Packers
defeated the
Kansas City Chiefs
at the first Super
Bowl, held in

Los Angeles.

22
TK

TK

29

THURSDAY

TK
TK

23

FRIDAY

3

Polio fighters

In 1938, U.S.
President Franklin D.
Roosevelt established
the National Founda-
tion for Infantile
Paralysis (now the
March of Dimes)

to fight polio.

10

Mind the gap

The world's first under-
ground railway opened
in London in 1863.

17
T
TK

24

31

SATURFAY

11

Money matters

The Rotary Foundation
Trustees meet

through 12 January

in San Diego.

18

The kid from Brooklyn
American entertainer
Danny Kaye was
bornin 1913. In
1977, he spoke at
the RI Convention

in San Francisco.

25

Next RI Convention
Sydney, Australia,
1-4 June

Tentative

convention sites
Séo Paulo, Brazil, 2015
Seoul, Korea, 2016
Atlanta, 2017
Toronto, 2018
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BE SOCIAL!

Scan the QR code with your
smartphone and connect to
Rotary’s social networks.
Don't have a QR-code reader?
You can get one free at your
app store.

C onnect today!
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