2554

ANI8gU-SUNAY

Novgmber - December 2011

=
o~
™
~—

29 aUuR

un

uagdaissigaalicou

e Ts@wssouiawuw
!.i_'.m@eg g 262




lsag Goozls

L3013 fie aeAnsvesingsnaway I Inann
fhalan Fsvufiglssloviiiomounyud daadu
nsgIuasTEUsTalun AT IS eaaeadng
Lus3in wavduiaululan

“Rotary is an organization of business
and professional persons united worldwide who
provide humanitarian service, encourage high
ethical standards in all vocations, and help build
good will and peace in the world”
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The Four-Way Test
Of the things we think, say or do
1) Is it the TRUTH?
2) Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3) Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

4) Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?
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AT a Glance
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The Object of Rotary

The object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal
of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular,
to encourage and foster :

FIRST. The development of acquintance as an opportunity
for service;

SECOND. High ethical standards in business and professions,
the recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations,
and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an
opportunity to serve society;

THIRD. The application of the iedal of service in each
Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life;

FOURTH. The advancement of international understanding,
goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business,
and professional persons united in the ideal of service.
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The Harrises enclosed the front sun porch
so they could enjoy the view year-round.

A plaque described the “Ever Changing
Picture”: “Hill side, friendship garden, pines
and spruces, gnarled oaks, winter snow
drifts, spring flowers, summer verdures,
autumnal colors, wary rabbits, imprudent
squirrels, quarrelsome sparrows, voracious

starlings, raucous blue jays, tuneful red
birds, friendly robins, dreamy moonlight,
twinkling stars, milk man’s flash light, news
paper boy, mystic sunrise, plodding mail
man, friendly neighbor, and at eventide
flashing head lights of thousands of gliding
motors bearing weary city toilers to the
light, warmth and love of home.”
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Harris traveled the
world on behalf of
Rotary, but when he
was home, he enjoyed
life’s simpler pleasures.
“We had our afternoon
tea before a cheery
coal fire, talking
leisurely of the affairs
of the day,” recalled
Jean in the February
1955 issue of The
Rotarian. “By evening
Paul was ready to

visit neighbors, whom
he enjoyed best just
dropping in.”
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Harris met with fellow
Rotarians in the basement,
using a table made of plywood
resting on sawhorses. In these
photographs, which originally
ran in the February 1943 jssue
of The Rotarian, he reunites
with six of the world’s first
Rotarians. Together around

the table are (from left)

Robert Fletcher, Montague
Bear (designer of the first
Rotary emblem), Harry Ruggles
(initiator of club singing), Harris,
Sylvester Schiele (first president
of the Rotary Club of Chicago),
Bernard Amtzen, and Rufus
Chapin.
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One of Harris’ favorite
souvenirs was this large
stone temple lantern, a gift
from Japanese Rotarians.
When Jean sold the home
after his death, the lantern
stayed with the new
owners, who kept it in their
family when they moved.
Harris Home Foundation
donors helped bring it back
to Comely Bank, and it was
rededicated in June 2005.
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“In honor of our guests, we have planted
many trees in our friendship garden, and

in many instances, guests so honored have
passed to the Great Beyond, but the trees
still stand, as memorials to our friendship,”
Harris wrote of his garden in My Road to
Rotary. Today, the saplings in this photo are
fully erown, hiding the house from the street.



This columned trellis stood behind
the home. “I think the one thing

we sought most was simple
contentment,” Jean wrote in the
February 1950 issue of The Rotarian.
“And we found it in simple easy
friendships, in good neighbors
gathered at our hearth, in good
books, in the woods, and in things in
tune with Nature.”
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Paul Harris’ home is filled with stories and renovation
debris

For nearly 40 years, Paul and Jean Harris hosted Rotary
board meetings and entertained visiting dignitaries in their home
on Chicago’s South Side, which they affectionately called Comely
Bank after the street where Jean grew up in Edinburgh, Scotland.
Today, the house stands in disrepair, its walls stripped to bare
studs, as the group of Rotarians that owns it struggles to raise
the money for a restoration.

“Comely Bank is the Mount Vernon of Rotary - it’s the

home of our founder, and it’s too important an asset to not do
something about it,” says Robert Knuepfer, 2010-11 governor of
District 6450 (IWlinois) and president of the Paul and Jean Harris
Home Foundation.
After Paul Harris died in 1947, Jean sold the home. It remained
in private hands until the spring of 2005, when the Harris Home
Foundation, headed by local Rotarians who had frequently
inquired about the house, purchased it with $500,000 borrowed
from the charitable foundation of the nearby Rotary Club of
Naperville. The group made some immediate structural repairs
to the century-old, Tudor-style home, such as putting in a new
basement floor and shoring up the old stone foundation, so the
site would be safe for Rotarians visiting during that centennial
year.

The Harris Home Foundation’s vision for the future is to
restore the house to the way it looked in 1947, but with a few
“special technical surprises,” as Knuepfer puts it. The foundation
plans to digitize archival materials including videos, recordings
of Harris’ speeches, and still photographs, and to install digital
monitors in each room to show visitors what life was like there.
But without the money to complete the repairs, the restoration
project has been at a standstill, the rooms littered with bundles
of insulation and construction debris.

Rotarians of the Harris Home Foundation have embarked
on a campaign to raise $3 million to pay off the debt and
interest on the house, complete the renovations, and establish
an endowment to pay for maintenance in perpetuity. When the
restoration is complete, Knuepfer says, the home could be used
as a meeting place for the Rl Board and local or visiting clubs,
and as a venue for Rotary Foundation functions. The Harris Home
Foundation board also envisions creating a Rotary history trail,
with stops at Comely Bank, the nearby gravesite of Paul Harris,
and Room 711 at Rl World Headquarters in Evanston - a re-
creation of the office where the first Rotary meeting was held.
Learn more or contribute at www.paulharrishome.org.
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ooadl Grantrs

In 2010-11, the first year of the Future Vision pilot, The
Rotary Foundation awarded 208 global grants totaling nearly
USS$12 million to support large-scale sustainable projects in 46
countries. Global grant activities must address at least one of
six areas of focus:

 Peace and conflict prevention/resolution
« Disease prevention and treatment

« Water and sanitation

« Maternal and child health

« Basic education and literacy

« Economic and community development

Pilot clubs and districts can either develop their own
global grant activities or apply for packaged global grants.
Packaged global grants provide opportunities to work with
the Foundation’s strategic partners, including Oikocredit
International and Aga Khan University, on projects such as
setting up vocational training teams, establishing nursing
scholarships, and collaborating with microfinance institutions.

Learn more about the pilot at www.rotary.org/futurevision.
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Making water pure and simple.
How a global grant found a solution ?

as your dentist knows, some fluoride is a good thing. Too much, however,
can be devastating.

The residents of Patari, a village in Uttar Pradesh, are among the millions of
people in India who suffer the consequences of fluorosis, an irreversible condition
caused by elevated levels of fluoride in drinking water. The dental symptoms of
fluorosis include mottling and erosion of tooth enamel, and its painful effects
on bones can result in deformities, “The fluoride, because of its strength, rots
teeth and destroys bones,” says Maurice Halliday, past governor of District 1020
(Scotland), which worked with District 3110 (India) to provide fluoride filters to
60 families in Patari through a Rotary

Foundation Global Grant project. “Many people are bent and bowlegged,
if not totally disabled. Farm animals are also affected.”

Ina 2001 study of Patari and three nearby villages, researchers measured
fluoride content in drinking water. The World Health Organization has set 1.5
milligrams of fluoride per liter of water as the safe upper limit; in Patari, drinking
water measured up to 3.45 milligrams per liter. The body absorbs as much as 90
percent of the fluoride in drinking water, and the risks increase for people who
perform manual labor in hot climates such as Patari’s, because they drink more
water than average. Fluoride occurs naturally in water throughout the world, with
several belts of high groundwater concentrations. One stretches from Eritrea to
Malawi, and another from Turkey through Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, India, northern
Thailand, and China. In China, fluorosis is endemic in every province, autonomous
region, and municipality except Shanghai. In India, it affects about 25 million
people.

According to a WHO report, “fluorosis might be one of the most widespread

of endemic health problems associated with natural geochemistry.”
Earlier this year, photographer Allison Kwesell traveled to Patari and several
other villages to document the children - in whom the permanent effects of too
much fluoride are only beginning to surface — and their parents and grandparents,
hunched over canes, legs bowed. She also photographed the Indian Rotarians who
delivered the specially designed filters. The US$40,000 global grant project also
provided toilet blocks, safe drinking water, and hygiene training to eight schools
serving about 2,300 students in Uttar

Pradesh. The effort addressed two areas of focus under the Foundation’s
Future Vision Plan: disease prevention and treatment, and water and sanitation.
WHO estimates that almost one-tenth of the global disease burden could be
prevented by improving water supply, sanitation, hygiene, and management
of water resources. As the Indian villages demonstrate, the solution requires a
targeted approach, including assessments of each community’s needs.

From India, Kwesell traveled back home to Tennessee, USA. In August, she headed
to Tokyo to begin her studies as a Rotary Peace Fellow.

Meanwhile, District 1020 is researching another fluoride filter project,
Halliday says, that would provide filters to another 400 households in the region.
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