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“Rotary is an organization of business
and professional persons united worldwide who
provide humanitarian service, encourage high
ethical standards in all vocations, and help build
good will and peace in the world”
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The Four-Way Test
Of the things we think, say or do
1) Is it the TRUTH?
2) Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3) Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

4) Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?
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The Object of Rotary

The object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal
of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular,
to encourage and foster :

FIRST. The development of acquintance as an opportunity
for service;

SECOND. High ethical standards in business and professions,
the recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations,
and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an
opportunity to serve society;

THIRD. The application of the iedal of service in each
Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life;

FOURTH. The advancement of international understanding,
goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business,
and professional persons united in the ideal of service.
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Raising awareness of The Rotary Foundation
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Promoting world understanding through Future Vision
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Past RI President Bhichai Rattakul’s Address
At the 80th Anniversary, Rotary Club of Bangkok, District 3350

17 September, 2010, Erawan Hotel,
“The 80th Anniversary”
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President Abdus Samad , and my fellow Rotarians,

This is a very auspicious occasion when all of us gather here
for the celebrations of the 80th Birthday Anniversary of the
Rotary Club of Bangkok!

What a magnificent achievement!

Let me first of all on behalf of all the Rotarians in Thailand
and Rotary International, extend my heartfelt congratulations
to you all.

I can say that the Rotarians in Thailand take great pride as
much as you do in your leadership and the long march you have
undertaken to reach this milestone.

True to the famous remarks made by Neil Armstrong...born
80 years ago it was then a small humble step for man, but it
has turned out to be a giant leap for mankind because of all
the work you have done all along these years.

| was exactly 4- year and one day old when your club was
officially organized. And to imagine, a four-year old boy, 80
years later, would be given this great honour and privilege to
be standing before you now to wish you a Very Happy Birthday!

| am indeed very fortunate and feel proud to have a very
small part to play in this event.

Perhaps, you should know that your club should have been
organized already in 1919 when Paul Harris had assigned James
Davidson of Calgary, Alberta, Canada to sail from Vancouver to
try to form Rotary Clubs in Asia.

I was told that Bangkok was actually the first city which Paul
Harris had in mind because of the fact that both H.R.H. Prince
Purachatra your charter President and later on Governor, and
Paul Harris had enjoyed intimate friendship with each other prior
to sending James Davidson over to Asia.

Actually, there is still a portrait of HRH Prince Purachatra
hanging side by side with Paul Harris in the “Paul Harris Room”™
at Rotary’s World Headquarters in Evanston, Illinois, until today!

And what a great honour it is to have at this function,
His Serene Highness Prince Mom Chao Bhisadej Rajani to witness
an event what HRH Prince Purachatra had done 80 years ago in
laying the ground work of a Movement and the ideal of Rotary
service from just only one seed...one club... to thousands of
seeds and almost 300 clubs now.

If only HRH were alive today he would feel very proud of
you all, for it was really one small innocent seed planted by
him to become what we see here and elsewhere today in this...
the Kingdom of Thailand!

For an unknown reason, James Davidson visited Shanghai
first, then Manila and on to Calcutta. Thus, the first three Rotary
Clubs...Shanghai, Manila and Calcutta were formed in Asia in 1919.

It was not until late 1929 that James Davidson returned to
Asia to form two more clubs in Malaya (the cities of Seremban
and Kuala Lumpur), and then Singapore in 1930 just a few months
before arriving in Bangkok in September!

So, it was on 17 September. 1930 that a candle was lit in
Bangkok. The light that it created linked with the light of Rotary
from the West.

It reaffirms that Rotary was truly an international organization...
carrying the glow and warmth of Rotary caring, compassion and
contribution worldwide.

Tonight, we acknowledge that brightness with a look at the
history of Rotary in Thailand. Most important, we’ll look at
what has been accomplished, the lives that have been saved,
the hearts that have been touched, and the future that shines
brightly for Rotary for tomorrow and beyond.



Since the birth of your club in 1930, delivering your first
“child” even at the age of a young, healthy man of 28, had been
a problem. For it was not until 1958 that the visit to Bangkok
by the then President of RI, Clifford A. Randall, who was a very
close friend to Praya Sri Visarn Vacha, had resulted in convincing
the leadership of your club that it was time for a second Rotary
club, which should be a Thai speaking Club, be organized.

Thus, on 14 May, 1958 your first child was born...the Rotary
Club of Dhonburi, and | had the honour of being invited to join
this club as one of its 44 charter members!

My first job in Rotary? A very strict sergeant-at-armsl!

I made it a point to be at the club at least 30 minutes before
the scheduled time welcoming and greeting guests and visiting
Rotarians. Checking microphones making sure that they work
properly, making sure that the meal is served on time, and the
soup must be hot!

As sergeant-at-arms, | was taught that my duty was not
only to introduce guests and visiting Rotarians, but to see that
everything was in order and the atmosphere was friendly and
every body had a good time enjoying good fellowship and
listening attentively to the guest speaker.

Thus, | could hardly have time to eat my lunch, neither the
club president.

So, after more than 52 years, fortunately or unfortunately, |
am the only charter member left in this second Rotary Club in
Thailand, and still believe that | have performed my first duty
as sergeant-at-arms quite well.

If I really did well as a sergeant-at-arms, and later on in
other capacities, | owe my successes to many of my mentors.
Perhaps, too many to name their names here, but | would be
most ungrateful if | did not mention the names of at least some
of the very senior personalities who had given me, not only
their guidance, but their love, their encouragement and their
confidence they had in me. Without this, | would never have
the opportunity to serve Rotary as | did, and the honour to be
standing and speaking before you now.

And they were all members of your club, namely HRH Prince
Wan, HRH Prince Dhani, Praya Sri Visarn Vacha, and Praya Mahai
Sawan!

After the formation of this second Rotary Club, from then
on nothing could stop the extension of the Rotary movement
in this country. Nothing could stop the ideal of service, and
the urge to serve the people who are less fortunate than us.

Rotary was moving, growing, in all directions in this country.

After 80 years, you should realize that you are now the father,
grandfather, great grandfather, and great, great grandfather of
nearly 300 Rotary Clubs nationwide!

In a greedy world where so many do not hesitate to take
advantage of others, you have shown the way for your “children”
to share and to give, to understand and to initiate constructive
dialogues of peace and goodwill.

But, after all what indeed is Rotary?

What indeed has kept you strong even after 80 long years
of service?

What indeed is your dream to make your club even bigger,
better and bolder in the years to come?

| think Rotary is a miracle because it offers glimpses of a
better world.

You have taught your “children” that Rotary works toward
that possible and achievable society that will one day be able
to alleviate poverty and ignorance of all kinds.

And we all follow your footsteps.

The miracle of Rotary lives in the heart of each one of its
members. And let me say without any hesitation: Membership
is the greatest asset of the greatest service organization of the
world.

The development of Rotary worldwide over the last 106
years has been the work of Rotarians.

This country is no exception!

What Rotary in Thailand is today, has been achieved only
through the remarkable expansion of your initiative.

In each of the almost 300 clubs in this country where we
are present today, membership has been, and will continue
to be, the key to the future success of the Rotary Movement
in Thailand.

Today, we embrace the world in which we serve. Today,
the world needs Rotary far more than when the four men first
met in Chicago in 1905, because today Rotary offers a unique
and precious light of hope in an already dim world with an
ever darkening horizon.



There is no doubt that the needs are greater and more
diverse than ever before. The challenges we face in making
the world more equitable, more just over the broad range of
human needs, amount indeed to a steep mountain to climb.

Yet, the climbing must be donel!

Having said this without going into details of the needs, it
seems incongruous to me that a time when Rotary is being called
upon to meet such a broad range of diverse needs, we do so in
the face of a decreasing membership!

A Past Vice President of Rl was asked: “What is the most
important thing in Rotary? Is it the spirit of Rotary, the programme
of Rotary, or the internationality of Rotary?”

He answered: “All three are important. Each forms an
integral part of the Movement we know as Rotary. But, each of
them is dependent upon membership.

However, we must always keep in mind that the most
important element is qualified members. The qualifications
of a prospective member must be beyond any doubt. There
would be nothing without them. With them, everything Rotary
hopes for becomes possible.”

Several years ago, a member of my club came to me and
told me that he was going to resign from Rotary! | asked why,
and he said...

“Rotary doesn’t do anything. | don’t get anything out
of it”

“Who needs Rotary anyway?”

| didn’t answer my friend because | knew too well that if he
could ask these questions, he wouldn’t understand my answers
no matter how hard | tried.

But, in a way he was right! Many times Rotary doesn’t do
anything.

A Past District Governor addressing a Rotary Institute held
in Houston, Texas years ago, told the story of a prospective
member who was visited by his sponsor and a member of the
club’s Rotary information committee to invite him to join Rotary.

They left their club’s annual report for the prospective
member to read.

A week later, the sponsor phoned to ask his decision. To
the sponsor’s amazement, the prospective member, having
read the annual report, declined to have his name published

to the club’s members, claiming if that was all Rotary did, he
had better things to do with his time and money.

I think people joining an organization like Rotary need to feel
that their financial commitment and the time they will devote
to their club’s social activities and projects are a worthwhile
and fruitful investment.

This is the story of a young girl from Ipoh in Malaysia who
in 1959 had a “hole in the heart”. Without an operation she
would not survive very lonsg.

Unfortunately, there was no Open Heart Operation facilities
available in Malaysia at that time, except in Bangkok.

A heart specialist, Professor Dr. Samarn Mantaporn was
approached and agreed to do the operation at the Chulalongkorn
Hospital at no cost to Rotary. He did it freely and gladly because
he knew that Rotary was also doing it freely with no desire to
seek recognition or reward.

The operation was successfull

Headlines about this cooperation between two Rotary Clubs...
one in Thailand and another one in Malaysia appeared in major
news papers in both countries.

The girl returned home to Ipoh two weeks after the operation
and was warmly welcomed by her family and the media. | am
quite sure that the girl who is now around 65 is still very much
alive today.

A few years later, Professor Dr. Samarn Mantaporn joined
Rotary...the Rotary Club of Bangkok!

Dr. Samarn passed away a few years ago while he was still
an active member of your club.

Who needs Rotary?

Ask Past Governor Somchai Chiaranaipanit of district 3340 in
the northeast of Thailand who several years ago saw his office
door open and a one-legged man was wheeled in.

Here was a man who had lost his leg by stepping on a land
mine while looking for food for his wife and their little child along
the Thai-Cambodia boarder. A man who had heard of a Rotary
project to help provide artificial limbs for land mines victims.

Somchai will tell you how a few months later, the same door
opened and a healthy man walked...no, not walk, but literally
marched in and with tears in his eyes thanked Somchai and
Rotary for transforming him from being heavily handicapped into



a man who was able to walk...a man now with a steady job, and
a man able to provide a decent life for his family.

Ask that man, who needs Rotary!
Who needs Rotary?

In one big clear voice, the victims of the Tsunami that struck
and killed thousands of people on that Boxing Day a few years
ago in several provinces in the south of our country, will say:

“ Yes, we need Rotary”

For without Rotary, we would not have the 325 new homes,
new schools, new fishing equipments and other facilities to
start anew.

Above all, it was Rotary that has given us the encouragement,
the hope and love that all was not lost...that one day we will
be able to stand up and walking tall again!

Who needs Rotary?

Your generous gift to the Foundation of Rotary International
has benefited and changed the lives of so many through
your numerous matching grants projects both locally and in
internationally.

Speaking on “water” alone which you are deeply involved
in many parts of the country, you are well aware that over 1.1
billion people lack access to safe drinking water. Somewhere
in the world a child dies from water related diseases every 8
seconds.

That’s over 10,000 innocent lives lost everyday!

Those who have never been short of drinking water will
never realize the value of one drop of water.

This is the story of Darm whom | have met in Khon Kaen.
This is the story | have been telling people here and elsewhere.

Darm who had never seen his father, nor was he raised by
his mother who left him when he was only 7 months old.

Darm was left with his grandmother. They lived in a broken
wooden shack along the railway track.

The grandmother being illiterate scraped a living by collecting
and selling vegetables found in the nearby swamp. She could
hardly earn 30 baht for a full day work, but she was willing to
do, although throughout these years of hardship she had no

more tears to shed, no sweats to share...she was determined...
not only for her own survival, but for the survival of the most
precious thing she has ever had in her life...her very own blood!

At the age of five, Darm was determined to go to school
like other kids who lived nearby. He begged his grandmother,
and she excitedly agreed to.

And there they were on the first day of the new school year.
An old woman, skinny and dark-complexioned walked through
the gates with a small scrawny, peculiar lad who had rash and
wounds all over his body.

It was at the school that the teachers and other children
noticed that Darm was often ill, afraid of strangers, and often
missed school. Rumours were circulating that the child’s father
had died of HIV/AIDS!

Was the child a victim of this disease?
The teachers decided to find out more by visiting his “home”.

Inspecting the shack where the grandmother and her
grandson lived, they discovered that there was no water supply.
Apparently, the neighbours had told them that it was permissible
to connect to their water supply, but had left the poor woman
to pay for both bills.

With no money, the water supply from the neighbours was
cut off.

Water is lifell

The grandmother and the child were desperate! Somehow,
they must find some source of water...any source of water...
any kind of water!

They did find onel
Water from the sewage outlets!

By using sandbags to dam the community water and sewage
outlets, skimming off water for drinking when the silt and muck
had settled...had prolonged their lives!

But, drinking water from the sewage outlets had caused
Darm’s diarrhea, rash and wounds over the body, weight loss
and other skin diseases.

The little boy was classified as being risk. His case was made
known to the local Rotary Club which immediately contacted
the municipality, and the hospital.



Change has come for Darm. It is here in Rotary that all
things are possible. It is here where the question,“ who needs
Rotary” is answered.

The installation of a water supply took place a few days
later by Rotary, and Darm was tested for HIV/AIDS...the result
of which proved negative.

A happy ending for Darm and his grandmother who is now
being employed by a Rotarian.

But, my fellow Rotarians, there are more...many, many more
Darms in this world than you could imagine. “Darms” whose
lives remained to be touched by our hands and felt by our
hearts.

But, in the end, who really needs Rotary?

I say you and | need Rotary. You and | and the Rotarians of
the world need Rotary if we are to satisfy this need within us
to be of service.

My fellow Rotarians, service cannot be passive. Because
Rotarians are action men and women, they are perfectly suited
to serve.

When | first had the privilege of visiting the RI secretariat in
1967 at the old location on Ridge Avenue, Evanston.

Everywhere, in that building was the feeling of action...not
just busy work, but meaningful action...new plans, new hopes,
new possibilities for service.

Nowhere was this feeling stronger than when | was admitted
to the “Paul Harris Room”.

This is the office that has been carefully reproduced to the
point that every picture on the wall, including that of HRH Prince
Purachat, has been re-hung to within 1.6 millimetres of where
it had been in Paul Harris’ original office in downtown Chicago.

Even there, in the quiet solitude of what almost seemed to
be a chapel, | felt the great power of Rotary service in action.

| was told that it would be permissible for me to pull out
the chair and sit at Paul Harris’ desk.

| looked very hard at the desk. | looked very hard at the
chair. | looked very hard at the sign on the wall behind the
desk that says; “If @ man has a thousand friends, he has
not one to spare”.

My mind’s eyes looked at this unique organization of men
of many lands committed all to the ideal of answering the call
to serve. | then thought of the many times in my own life when
| had refused to answer that call.

No, | can’t sit in that chair!

My friends, the need to serve is no further away than our own
selfish desires. Until we can unite our own personal mankind...
that little piece of mankind that lives within each of us...it will
be most difficult for us to answer the call to serve in the larger
scope of things.

Pleaser remember that no man, no matter what may be his
background can rise to the stature of spiritual manhood who has
not found it nobler to serve somebody else than to serve himselfl

My fellow Rotarians, | believe the final curtains will soon be
descending upon this 80th Anniversary celebrations.

Perhaps, someone will feel sad in the realization that all
good things must come to an end, and as you know good things
are limited in supply.

So is this 80th Anniversary of your club!

I only hope that you will remember this event for a long
time to come.

Many of you, actually | hope all of you, will live to see the
centennial anniversary of your club in 2030 and you, | am sure,
will have many stories to tell to those in attendance...not only
what is happening today in 2010, but what had happened in 1930
when the first seed of this wonderful Movement was planted in
Bangkok and the years that followed.

I envy you all, because | will not have the pleasure to share
your centennial event and witness the great work you will
continue to carry on.

But whatever the story you may want to tell them, please
tell them this story:

“A certain church in Europe which was bombed in World War
Il. In the explosion, a statue of Christ was mutilated by having
the hands blown off.

The statue has not been restored. It stands there today with
the hands missing. But, underneath has been put this well-known
sentence, “Christ hath no hands but yours”!
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in Farewell to Arms
by Hugh Gusterson

An anthropologist at George Mason University, Gusterson has written
books on international security and the culture of nuclear scientists and activists.
For this issue, he examines the current state of the world’s security and finds us
still in danger.

The Cold War arms race has ended, the American and Russian nuclear
stockpiles are shrinking, and neither country is testing new weapons. When | ask
my college students about nuclear weapons, they shrug: Yesterday’s news, they
say. If I ask which countries have nuclear weapons, few know.

With the American and Russian stockpiles on a glide path to lower
numbers and greater irrelevance, why has a group of elder statesmen suddenly
taken to warning of potential nuclear disaster? In January 2007, the Wall Street
Journal published an opinion piece warning that “nuclear weapons today present
tremendous dangers” and calling for their abolition. It was penned not by starry-eyed
antinuclear activists, but by Henry Kissinger (former national security adviser and
secretary of state to Richard Nixon), George Shultz (Ronald Reagan’s secretary of




state), William Perry (Bill Clinton’s secretary of defense), and Sam
Nunn (former chair of the Senate Armed Services Committee).
These are men who spent the Cold War saying that “you can’t
put the genie back in the bottle.” Now they are calling on us
to do just that.

During the Cold War, many worried that the two
superpowers would fight a nuclear war in which tens of millions
on both sides could have died. Between 1940 and 1996, the
United States alone spent nearly $6 trillion (in constant 1996
dollars) building a nuclear stockpile that contained more than
30,000 weapons at its height. These ranged all the way from the
0.01-kiloton warhead on the Davy Crockett nuclear rifle to the
25-megaton B-41 bomb, which was over a thousand times more
powerful than the one that destroyed Nagasaki. At the height
of production, in 1960, the United States was making almost 20
new nuclear weapons every day. After their first nuclear test in
1949, the Soviets undertook a comparable effort.

There were moments when it looked as if the weapons
might be used. The Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 is the best
known, but threats were also made during the Berlin crises
of 1948 and 1961, during the Korean and Vietnam Wars, and
on other occasions. The American public oscillated between
preparing for war and protesting the arms race. Though in the
1950s Americans started building bomb shelters and learned
to “duck and cover” in school, the late 1950s also saw a major
grassroots movement, led by the Nobel Prize laureate Linus
Pauling and Norman Cousins, protesting radioactive fallout
from atmospheric nuclear testing. We now know that Andrei
Sakharov, the father of the Soviet hydrogen bomb who would
later become a celebrated dissident, was at the same time
protesting the health effects of nuclear testing to the Supreme
Soviet. These protests helped bring about the first nuclear arms
control treaty: the Limited Test Ban Treaty of 1963. It did not
end nuclear testing, but it did force the tests underground.

Despite subsequent treaties regulating the arms race,
both superpowers continued to build more and more accurate
nuclear weapons. It was not until Mikhail Gorbachev emerged
as leader of the Soviet Union that it became possible to end
the arms race.

The Russians have not tested a nuclear weapon since
1990, and the United States has not tested one since 1992. Under
the recently negotiated New START treaty, the American and
Russian stockpiles will fall to 1,500 nuclear weapons on each
side — still enough to kill millions of people, but much smaller
than the behemoth-sized stockpiles of the 1960s, 1970s, and
1980s. These Russian and American weapons account for 95
percent of the nuclear weapons in the world.

If you go to the website of Global Zero, you will see
that the call for nuclear abolition has been endorsed by an
international who’s who that includes Vaclav Havel, Queen
Noor of Jordan, Desmond Tutu, Muhammad Yunus, and several
former defense secretaries and foreign ministers. In April 2009,

Barack Obama, in a speech in Prague, announced that nuclear
abolition was the long-term goal of U.S. policy.

The emergence of these establishment abolitionists
is largely a response to the 5 percent of nuclear weapons that
are not in Russian and American hands, as well as to the lax
security at some Russian nuclear storage sites. At present, the
following countries also have nuclear weapons: China, France,
India, Israel, North Korea, Pakistan, and the United Kingdom.
Germany and Japan have the nuclear materials and the scientific
know-how to assemble nuclear weapons in a few months if they
wanted to. More worrisome, Iran seems intent on developing
a nuclear capability and, if it succeeds, many experts believe
other countries in the Middle East will follow suit. But at least
nuclear weapons would continue to be held by states in these
proliferation scenarios. The new abolitionists are most concerned
that, in the words of the Journal op-ed, “the likelihood that
non-state terrorists will get their hands on nuclear weaponry
is increasing.” This prospect is particularly frightening because
terrorist groups operate in the interstices of the nation-state
system and do not control national territories against which
nuclear retaliation can be threatened. In other words, nuclear
deterrence is unlikely to work against terrorist groups in the way
it has worked against enemy nation-states.

Faced with the prospect of a world in the not-so-distant
future where nuclear weapons are in the hands of a dozen or
so states as well as Al Qaeda and millenarian sects like Aum
Shinrikyo, many have decided it is more realistic to seek the
abolition of nuclear weapons than to expect to survive such a
situation without losing entire cities.

The problems confronting the new abolitionists are
daunting. How do you persuade Israel and Pakistan, which have
good reason to fear their neighbors, to join in abolishing nuclear
weapons? How do you verify that each country has dismantled
all its weapons and not hidden one or two in a bunker? What
do you do with the global stockpiles of uranium and plutonium,
which are large enough to construct more than 100,000 nuclear
weapons? And how do you make sure that bomb material is
not being diverted from nuclear power plants, which produce
the raw material for bombs as a byproduct?

If getting through the Cold War was the preeminent
challenge of the last generation, the challenge of the next is
to figure out how to stop the proliferation of these weapons to
other countries and to terrorist groups. It is also to figure out
how to fulfill Reagan’s stated vision of making nuclear weapons
“impotent and obsolete” by consigning them, along with the
Soviet empire they deterred, to the dustbin of history.

Baraan = some afrerfihougints
by Carlos P. Romulo

Philippine diplomat Romulo was 1937-38 RI vice



president, a Pulitzer Prize winner, and a brigadier general. Known
as “the last man off Bataan,” he reflects on the siege and his
escape in our August 1942 issue.

| do not hate the Japanese. | am a Rotarian; long ago |
put from me any hatreds of any race as such. | hate the things
they do, for good and sufficient reasons, but | cannot hate them
as a race.

Let me tell you the Japanese soldier is a first-rate
fighting man. He is reared in hardship and hunger. And he is not
afraid to die.

Bataan was a nightmare of hell for four months. | think of
the days where we, Filipinos and Americans, lay starving, with the
stench of gangrened wounds that could not be treated for lack
of medicines, fighting together, and denied even a crust of bread,
unable to shoot the carabaos of the farms and the monkeys of
the jungles for food since we needed our ammunition. Only the

International. | read them one after the other, with the deepest
interest. | am — at least | was — an editor, and | know the time
and effort it takes to give us such a wonderful magazine. These
issues have given me a new perspective.

The day of redemption is near. | am confident that
when that day comes, Rotary will do its share, and our pens will
take the place of the sword. Rotary Clubs will replace regiments
and batteries. | have thought of this time and again as | ducked
into the fox holes of Bataan; and the thought of what is awaiting
us Rotarians after the war, the work that we have cut out for
men of goodwill who believe in our motto, has been the ray of
sunshine in the gloom that enveloped me.

But this war cannot reach its imperative ending -
imperative for those of us who have ideals — until the Western
world awakens to the problems it must face. There is too much
smug complacency.

I know. I have seen the British in Hong Kong, in Burma,

THE ROTARIAN

An International Magn = in s

EDUCATION: ANSWER TO UNEMPLOYMENT

W, Wismard Wiris, U, 8 Secieiary ol Lsbar

Oiympic Faver Hits Japan-Keyes Basch

Hookey-Happy Canada-Sooll Young

memory of friendships such as Rotary has given me makes life
livable, if you can call it living, separated from those you love.
In the Philippines the Rotary Clubs foresaw the possibilities that
have since become realities. They have made arrangements for
the care of interned Americans. Our Filipino members who are
not interned are undoubtedly helping day after day.

Throughout the East, Rotary is carrying forward its
program of service above self, in occupied and free countries
alike.

When | landed in Australia [after evacuating on 9 April
1942], one of the first things | did was to borrow a six months’
file of The Rotarian from Angus S. Mitchell, Past Director of Rotary
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in Singapore. | have seen the French in Hanoi and Saigon. | have
seen Chungking. | have seen Java. | have seen Corregidor. | lived
through Bataan.

August 1942

The problems of peace and war
by Harold R.
“Private” Peat Canadian soldier, author

A slogan won the last war. The ringing sentence, “This
is a war to end all wars,” came like a beacon out of the night.
It changed us from disgruntled and spiritless beings into singing




happy warriors, and without this new spirit the allied armies
would not have lasted the 12 months or more until the splendid
American armies arrived and helped to deliver the blow which
won in a material sense a war on November 11, 1918.

“Awar to end war.” We carry on now, as we did then,
but a new conception of patriotism is becoming crystallized
in the heart of humanity. “Service above self” will lead to
the teacher and the carpenter, the mother and the preacher,
having the same opportunity of winning the plaudits of our
fellows for their distinguished service, of being decorated by a
president or an emperor for building, as was yesterday given
to us for destroying. Your boy and mine will want peace when
we have been able to interpret peace to make it at least as
interesting as war, at least as heroic, and as dramatic; when we
have made him aware of the fact that the heroes of peace are
just as precious to the world as the heroes of war.

July 1929

War stuff] A few weords of comiort

o

by Stephen Leacock
Canadian humorist

| have acquired from reading about wars in past ages
the notion that war is coming to an end. In fact it is almost
there now. The reason is that war has lost what you might call
its charm, the particular drowsy fascination that it had up till
about fifty years ago. The civil war was - in all reverence - the
last of the heroic age of war. Then came the war of the Machine
Age, the war of gases, bombs, depth charges; where personal
valor is of no avail; where right does not conquer; where the
weak go down; where the Mass Production of Death reaps its

wholesale harvest.
No, it won’t do. All people are sick of it. War’s finished.

It’s too dangerous.
January 1932

The League has failed, so let’s write
it off |

o

by H.G. Wells
British author, former chair of the League of Nations research
committee

If a world league is to be living and enduring, the idea
of it and the need and righteousness of its service must be
taught by every educational system in the world. It must come
into the life of every one; not to release men from loyalty but
to demand it for itself. It calls not, as war does, for the deaths,
but for that greater ¢ift, for the lives of men.

The Wilsonian League of Nations is manifestly a useless,
entirely ineffective organization, a blind alley into which a great

wealth of noble idealism has been sidetracked. The human
intelligence has to work out the problem of a world organization
to avert the chaotic warfare and uncontrollable disorder that
is plainly approaching. Or it will be submerged altogether by
violence and passion.

September 1936

Never anotrher world walr

by George Bernard Shaw
Irish playwright

The tragic nastiness of the latest development of
warfare is that the attack of the civilian populations is now
absurdly easy, and defense - adequate defense —is impossible.
When ministers of defense express satisfaction at their schemes
for protecting their urban citizens, they are talking through their
top hats.

No, the danger to civilians of wholesale extinction
persists. And the Governments of the civilized countries — that
is, all those well equipped with the latest means of destruction
- know it only too well. They dread the coming of war as they
have never dreaded a general election.

Therefore, there is not the least chance of a war
happening in the near future. Everybody today is a pacifist.
Soldiers, of course — but even the politicians. Yes, even the
professional pacifists, who are calling for war only because they
know that they won’t get it.

February 1939

Now that we’ve lburst the atom
by Arthur Holly Compton
Nobel Prize winner, U.S. adviser on atomic research, Rotarian

Creators of the atomic bomb have done what Alfred
Nobel thought he had achieved when he invented dynamite:
make war so terrible and destructive that men would be
frightened into peace. That is the condition now, but how long
will it last?
Science has loosed forces that compel us to learn to
live together. Our choice is that — or chaos.
October 1945

Looking ahead with Rllbert Einstein

Nobel Prize winner, physicist

Many people go on living their everyday life; half
frightened, half indifferent, they behold the ghostly tragicomedy
that is being performed on the international stage before the
eyes and ears of the world. But on that stage, on which the
actors under the floodlights play their ordained parts, our fate



of tomorrow, life or death of the nations, is being decided.
We scientists believe that what we and our fellowmen
do or fail to do within the next few years will determine the
fate of our civilization. And we consider it our task untiringly
to explain this truth, to help people realize all that is at stake,
and to work, not for appeasement, but for understanding and
ultimate agreement between peoples and nations of different
views.
June 1948

Some questions anad answers aloout

disarmament
by Harold E. Stassen
Special assistant to the U.S. president

As almost everyone knows, a small amount of nuclear

weapons-grade material — a bomb the size of a tape recorder
- can lay waste the greatest of cities.
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The truly human man
by Albert Schweitzer
Nobel Prize winner, medical missionary, honorary Rotarian

As far back as the first war | began to study the problems
of the survival of civilization, which | already felt was threatened,
and at that time | had this clear aim, that there must be formed
associations of men with the ideal of humanity.

And the first time | heard of movements such as Rotary
it was a great consolation and | said to myself, “Now they are
beginning to do what is necessary for the future.”

I have lived through this concern for the future of humanity with
my friend Einstein, and I know how much he too was waiting for
a great movement. And now this movement has come in your
association, and in others, and we shall fight on while remaining
profoundly human, and we shall judge as men and act as men.

May 1960

The proposal that atomic weapons can be banned
without inspections to enforce the ban is steadfastly rejected
by the United States. Look at history. Every time an agreement
to limit, reduce, or prohibit arms has been made which has not
had within it the means of inspection, it has simply created more
tensions, doubts, rumors, and counter-rumors and has increased
the dangers of war.

September 1956

34

Bring down the walls
by Willy Brandt
Mayor of West Berlin

Berlin is a showplace of inhumanity. A bloodstained
wall of stone and barbed wire has torn many families apart. But
West Berlin is no longer a desert of rubble. It has become an
important city, bustling with economic and cultural activity.

| wish to bring you a message of confidence, confidence




in the strength of our ideals. Whoever has been in the Soviet
Union recently tells us that since the death of Stalin the people
have started to breathe more freely. The average individual
there reacts as you and |. He wants a better life based on human
values. This development will continue. Possibly it will be only
at a snail’s pace and certainly not without some reverses. But
nobody will be able to stop this trend.

If we stand together, if we understand the call of the
people and follow it, then we shall not only survive, but we
shall be victorious. Then we will not only win the peace, but
also the future.

August 1963

‘Whatever became of sin?’

by Karl Menninger
Psychiatrist, Rotarian

It is true that in our great world some things are
improving. This is part of the paradox — that so many “things”
are so much better, while the totality is so much worse. There
are fewer murders per million people, but some of these millions
are more fearful than formerly of personal violence. There are
fewer wars in progress than ever in history, but never so costly,
destructive, and senseless as that just concluded in Vietnam.

War is surely the greatest prototypical example of
group sin. It is a massive organized violation of all ethics and all
laws, a purposive and sanctioned campaign of destructiveness.
All behaviors ordinarily regarded as criminal or sinful are
suddenly sanctioned — murder, mayhem, arson, robbery, deceit,
trespassing, sabotage, vandalism, and cruelty.

One wonders, Why don’t we outlaw war, just as we
have long since outlawed cannibalism? How infinitely more
horrible it is than cannibalism, which so shocks our sensibilities!

January 1974

Peace requires strengtih
by Edward Teller
Physicist, H-bomb developer, U.S. presidential adviser

The abolishment of weapons is not likely to be
successful. War itself is a breakdown of civilized conduct.

The nuclear freeze is an unrealistic dream with damaging
effects. Mutual-assured destruction is a terrible, hopefully
outdated, slogan. True defense, mutual understanding, and the
slow creation of a cooperative family of nations is an enormously
difficult task. Yet it is the only hope for lasting peace and stability.

April 1983

The Rotary Foundation af fhe

Crossrocaiols
with Luis Vicente Giay

Rotary Foundation trustee chair, past RI president

| witnessed the tragedy of 9/11 in New York. | was there to
represent The Rotary Foundation at the Annual Conference of
Non-Governmental Organizations at the UN. What we saw was
something horrible, unbelievable, and a clear indication that we
need to double, triple, quadruple our efforts to spread goodwill,
understanding, and peace in the world. When | presented our
plan for the Rotary Centers for International Studies in peace
and conflict resolution, many people at the conference came
to me, saying that the Foundation and Rotary are doing exactly
what is needed at this time.

November 2001

Rl Interview with the UN secretary-
general with Kofi Annan

UN secretary-general

| was shaken, as indeed we all were, by what happened
on September 11. It was an assault on our common humanity. |
was expecting to attend a ceremony that morning on the lawn
outside the United Nations. Believe it or not, it was the annual
day that I ring the Peace Bell at UN Headquarters.
The attack hit home to me because New York has been my
home, as it is home to people from all around the world, and
also because all communities were represented in the World
Trade Center. That is why | see the events of September 11 as
an attack not on any particular people or belief system, but
on all of us.
August 2003

On Afghanistan, building schools,
and the pleasures of 1ea
with Greg Mortenson

Coauthor of Three Cups of Tea, cofounder of Central Asia Institute

Politics does not bring peace. People bring peace. The
“fight against terrorism” is based on fear, but efforts to promote
peace are based on hope. The real enemy is the ignorance that
breeds hatred. Rotary, with its connections between clubs in
different countries, is one example of how people can bring
peace.
The greatest fear of the Taliban is not the bullet; it’s
the pen.
April 2010
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